
 
 

South Westminster Neighbourhood Network Meeting 
 

Theme: Working Collaboratively to Promote the Health and Wellbeing in Our Communities 
 

In-person and Online 
Wednesday 16 March 2022, 3pm - 5pm 

The Abbey Centre, 34 Great Smith St, London, SW1P 3BU 
 

Meeting minutes 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions – Jane Buttigieg, Chair  
 
2. SouthWestFest 2022 – Dodie Finamore, Festival Producer – SouthWestFest  
 
Dodie introduced SouthWestFest, south Westminster’s community arts festival, now in its 18th 
year. As usual, they’re planning a 3-week programme of free and low-cost events, activities and 
workshops. They work with local organisations, artists and performers, and commission their 
own events, and invite local organisations to add their events and activities to the programme. 
 
This year’s theme is “A Breath of Fresh Air”, which represents the community getting out again 
after the lockdowns, as well as concerns around the environment in Westminster and the world. 
 
They will start the festival with their big Proms and Festival Day, and will work with a wide 
variety of organisations to run a range of events and activities. Local services, businesses and 
other groups are encouraged to apply to run a stall at the Festival Day. 
 
Organisations are also welcome to submit their own free or low-cost activities to the open 
access programme by 29th April – these don’t have to be organised specifically for the festival. 
They’re also seeking performers, volunteers, and sponsors or paid advertisers. They held an 
open meeting on 16th March. 
 
Read more at https://southwestfest.org.uk/ 

 

Questions 
 
Dodie mentioned “high-profile groups”, who does this include? 
Big institutions such as Tate, not necessarily local groups. 
 
What’s the minimum time commitment for volunteers? 
Depends on the event – maybe 4 or 5 hours, but they are quite flexible if you have less (or 
more) time. Volunteers will be briefed and trained. 
 
What’s the difference between holding a stall or event at the festival? 

https://southwestfest.org.uk/


Stalls are more for engagement and outreach. Events would be a specific activity like a taster 
session for something you do. 
 
How can we refer clients for volunteering? 
Please talk to the festival producer – contact details on available request. 
 
 
 
6. Urban Sport Project – Alice Banbury Morgan, Urban Sport Officer – London 
Sport  
 
London Sport aims to improve lives by getting people active and involved in sport. They want to 
get less active adults more active, and create a positive habit for children and young people. 
 
The Urban Sport Project works across NW London with under 25s. It offers funding and 
facilitation for a broad range of projects which make use of the urban space available to inspire 
young Londoners to get active. They expect a range of positive outcomes on mental and physical 
health and more. 
 
They’re in the 3rd year of the project. Previous successes include Parkour, Street Cricket, HIIT 
and Yoga sessions and more. They’re looking to expand the project in Westminster – please get 
in touch if you’re interested or know someone who might be. 
 
They also have the Together Fund to help reduce the impact of coronavirus and help community 
groups working with Sport England’s target audiences (lower socio-economic groups, culturally 
diverse communities, disabled people, and people with long-term health conditions) to grow 
and help more people. 
 
Contact alice.banburymorgan@londonsport.org 
 
 
Questions 
 
What’s the turnaround on the fund? 
The Urban Sport Project is in its last year so it’s currently only running until October. They don’t 
really have a formal application process so setup can be very quick. 
 
The Together Fund is coming soon, and more details will be provided in due course. 
 
Do applicants have to be existing youth group with sport delivery workers in place?  
They can link community groups with sport delivery partners. If groups already have people 
delivering, that’s okay too. 
 
Is the Together Fund for young people only? 
No – it’s for anyone in the key audiences. 
 
Are they open to activities to enhance father-child relationships? 
This isn’t something they’ve done yet but they are happy to discuss how this could be facilitated. 
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Are they open to funding walks and days out for over 70s? 
Yes potentially, if they fit in the target audiences. 
 
 
 
5. Funding & Grant Opportunities – Zsuzsanna Nemeth, Collection Services 
Officer - Business – Westminster City Council  
 
They’re looking to cater more to community organisations, and they now provide a platform 
called “Grant Finder”, where you can search for grants online for free. There are separate 
sections for businesses and organisations. 
 
Westminster is in the process of establishing a directory of community organisations to help 
understand their needs. 
 
They have a number of upcoming training events on how to use the search tool. 
 
They may offer bid writing training sessions if there is enough interest. 
 
Find out more at www.westminster.gov.uk/westminster-connects/funding-grant-opportunities 
 
 
Questions 
 
Who can apply? 
Depends on the specific grant - it’s a search database with lots of different grants. Facilitated by 
WCC and provided by a company with experts who pull live information from various sources of 
grant giving organisations. 
 
Is this different to [previous grant search database] CompeteFor? 
Zsuzsanna is happy to demonstrate the features of the grant finder. 
 
Is this only for Westminster organisations? 
Yes. 
 
Can organisations outside Westminster apply to run a new project in Westminster? 
Depends on the specific grant. 
 
Is there a cost? 
No. 
 
How do businesses use the search tool? 
There are 2 platforms, one for businesses and one for third sector. 
 
CompeteFor was free then introduced a charge? 
This is currently fully funded by WCC. 
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7. Updates from Partners 

See additional information document. 


